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In today’s Sefer Hamitzvos, we learn the same mitzvah again: That we
blow trumpets at certain times. We blow them when we bring the special
korbamos of Yom Tov, a happy time. We also blow them in a sad time —
when we are davening to Hashem because hard things are happening.
They can remind us that it’s from Hashem, and we have to do teshuvah.

iiii The details of this mitzvah are explained in Mishnayos & Gemara:
Sifri, Mesechta Rosh Hashana, Mesechta Taanis

Since theve is no mitzvah for the next set of halachos (Megillah
V’Chanukah), we learn these perakim of Rambam inside.

Today we learn the first two perakim of Hilchos Megillah V’Chanukah
inside, as part of Sefer Hamitzvos, along with those who learn three
perakim of Rambam every day. They ave printed on page 542.

PURIM!

The time right before the gezeira of Haman, Yidden were living very well! They had
Mordechai in the government, and they were respected and treated nicely. But
even though things looked so good, that was when the worst and scariest decree
EVER happened to ALL the Yidden.

And later, when things looked like they were the worst that ever could be, the
greatest yeshuah that ever happened took place! All of the Yidden were saved
because of their Mesiras Nefesh for Torah and listening to their leader Mordechai.

We shouldn’t feel that when things are good nothing can happen to us, and when
things are bad we shouldn’t feel like nothing good can happen! Everything is in
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We learn this mitzvah from Parshas Behaalosecha: (x> omav)
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the hands of Hashem, and when we act the way we should, that is when Hashem

bentches us to have everything we need.

From a sicha of Purim, 5717

Rambam: Hilchos Taaniyos,
Hilchos Megillah V'Chanukah

PEREK HEY

There are five fasts each year because of sad
things that happened to the Yidden:

1) Tzom Gedaliah (Gimmel Tishrei) — when
Gedaliah was killed. He was the governor of the
Yidden, and they hoped he would help them live
in Eretz Yisroel. When he was killed, the Yidden
realized they were REALLY in Golus.

2) Asara B’Teves — When Nevuchadnetzar
blocked anyone from going out or coming into
Yerushalayim.

3) Shiva-Asar B’Tammuz — 5 sad things
happened: The luchos were broken, the Yidden
couldn’t bring korbanos anymore (in the first Beis
Hamikdash), the walls of Yerushalayim were bro-
ken (in the time of the Second Beis Hamikdash),
Apostomos the rasha burned a Torah, and he
also put an idol in the (second) Beis Hamikdash.

4) Tisha BAv — 5 sad things happened: The
Yidden in the Midbar were told they wouldn’t
get to go into Eretz Yisroel, the Beis Hamikdash
was destroyed (both), a city called Beitar was
captured and everyone was killed (including Bar
Kochva, who many Chachomim said could be
Moshiach), and the rasha Turnus Rufus plowed
the ground of the Beis Hamikdash (this is some-
thing the Navi said would happen).

The Yidden also took the minhag of fasting
one more fast:

5) Taanis Esther (Yud-Gimmel Adar) — we
fast Evev Purim to remember how all of the
Yidden fasted in the time of the gezeira of Haman.

We don’t blow the trumpets on any of these
fasts.

If the fast days are on Shabbos, we fast after
Shabbos instead — except for Taanis Esther,
because if we fasted after Shabbos, we would
be fasting on Purim! Instead, we fast on the
Thursday before (because it’s not kavodik for
Shabbos for us to fast on Friday). If the other
fasts are on Friday, though, we fast on Friday.
(This hardly ever happens because of how our
calendar is set up.)

The Rambam tells us the halachos of Av and
Tisha B’Av, which is the only one of these fasts
that we fast also at night. We also learn about
“Zecher LeChurban,” things we do to remember
that the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed.

At the end of Rambam we learn something
very happy! The same Navi that hints to all of
these fasts also reminds us that they will all be
very happy days when Moshiach comes!

PERAKIM ALEF AND BEIS

We also start learning the halachos about
Purim today, in a new set of halachos!

Even though there are mitzvos for Purim and
Chanukah, they are mitzvos from the Chachomim,
and not mitzvos that are said in the Torah.

The mitzvah of Purim is to hear the Megillah.
The Rambam tells us how to make sure to do the
mitzvahright. One thing the Rambam says is that
we should make sure kids get used to hearing the
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Megillah too!

We also learn the other mitzvos of Purim: the
Seudah, Shalach Manos, and Matanos L'Evyonim.

The Rambam says that when Moshiach comes
we won’t need to learn the Neviim and Kesuvim
anymore. (In another place, it explains that this
is because we’ll be able to see it all from the
Chumash.) Still, we will always need to learn
Megillas Esther!
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